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Syllabus

The following will be tested:

· knowledge of the UK National Standards contained in the NHS Connecting for Health Clinical Coding Instruction Manuals current at the time of the examination

· knowledge of the UK National Standards contained in the NHS Connecting for Health Coding Clinics which are current at the time of the examination

· application of the primary diagnosis definition

· application of sequencing rules either as directed by the encoding schemes or by NHS National Standards which are current at the time of the examination

· ability to abstract appropriate information for clinical coding purposes from written information

· knowledge of anatomy, physiology and terminology

Abbreviations:

The following abbreviations may be used in the examination.

IDDM – Insulin diabetes mellitus

NIDDM – Non-insulin diabetes mellitus

MI – Myocardial infarction

IV – Intra Venous

RT – Right

LT - left

No other abbreviations will be used in the examination unless spelt out in full first or indexable in the ICD-10 or OPCS 4.6.

There may be questions which test the following (this is not an exhaustive list):

November 2011 Examination

Concepts
ICD-10

· Dagger and Asterisk coding

· Diamond and Hash

· Sequencing

· Sequelae

· Abbreviations (NEC, NOS)

· Cross references (see, see also)

· Indexing (indexing, selecting a code form the tabular, modifiers)

· Excludes notes (cautionary vs prohibitive)

· 4th and 5th digit sub-classifications

· Acute on chronic

· Signs and symptoms

· Post procedural complications and manifestations

OPCS

· Paired codes

· Sequencing

· Use of overflow codes

· Principle and extended codes

· Interventional radiology supplementary codes

· Endoscopy rules: (diagnostic/therapeutic, failed laparoscopy, site codes)

· Anaesthesia coding (anaesthesia in deliveries, radiotherapy, ophthalmology)

· Abbreviations (NEC, NOS, HFQ, NFQ)

· Abbreviations section

· Eponyms

· Cross references

· Indexing (index trails, selecting a code from the tabular)

· Setting dependent codes

· Approaches

· Use of Chapter S codes to support codes form outside the chapter 

· Terms such as revision, secondary, intubation, implantation etc

· High Cost Drugs

Infectious Diseases

· Infectious vs non-infectious 

· HIV

· As cause of disease classified elsewhere 

Endocrine:

Diabetes:

· Diabetes in pregnancy and/or neonatal diabetes

· Dagger asterisk

· Types e.g. IDDM, NIDDM 

Pregnancy

· Termination rules (re admissions)

· Gestational age 

· Delivery

· Complications due to pregnancy vs Complications not related to pregnancy 

· Conditions that have codes in the both pregnancy, delivery or the purperium sections e.g. anaesthesia induced headaches

· OPCS delivery codes

· Emergency vs elective caesareans or forceps deliveries

· Outcome of delivery

Neonates

· Within 1st 28 days of life

· Newborns outcome

· Neonatal codes outside chapter XVI 

Neoplasms

· Diamond and Hash 
· Morphology behaviour codes

· Primary neoplasm and secondary codes 
· Malignant, In-situ, benign neoplasms 

· Use of Z51.- for neoplasms rather than for other conditions

· Radiotherapy:

· Brachytherapy

· External beam radiotherapy

· Preparation

· Codes from main body chapters

· General anaesthetic

· Chemotherapy

· Daycase/Outpatient vs inpatient (delivery and procurement)

· High cost drugs

· Administration code use

· Diagnosis rules

Musculokeletal

· Conversion to and from

· Levels of spine 

· 5th digits

· Fixations 
Respiratory conditions

· COAD 

· Emphysema

· Asthma 

Vascular

· Stenting and/or stenting 
· Grafting

· Hypertension and other condition codes (renal failure, heart failure)

Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery

· Ischaemic heart conditions (angina, MI, old MI, subsequent MI etc)

· MI’s (4 week rule, complications of MI, NSTEMI, STEMI)

Mental Health

· Dependence (drugs, tobacco, alcohol, harmful use vs dependence, lifestyle) (
· General use of other mental health codes 

Injuries and Poisonings 

· Poisonings and adverse effects

· Post op and Complications of care 

· Fractures 

· Burns 

External causes

· Injuries

· Poisonings

· Complications following or during surgery (
Imaging in OPCS

· Radiology codes 
· Nuclear medicine

Ophthalmology

· Cataracts: sequencing, senile vs juvenile, immature, mature,

· Cataracts: different types of cataract with diabetes etc 

· Other 

Other

Respiratory and Thoracic Medicine 

Skin flaps 

Endoscopies

Skin grafting

· A coding clinic from the previous 12 months

· Areas identified by previous examinations (either certificate and/or NCCQ) as poorly coded or weak.

· An example from recent NICE guidance

· Updated OPCS 4 scheme
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